
1

Newsletter | Vol. 4, Issue - 3

Volume – 4, Issue – 3 | Oct–Dec 2023 

Parivart an
E-NEWSLETTER



2

Newsletter | Vol. 4, Issue - 3
© AIC-NITF | Newsletter Volume-4 | All Rights Reserved

Parivartan
A Step towards Change

* Click on Editions to Download

2020 - 2021

APR - SEPTAPR - SEPT APR - SEPTOCT - MAR

2021 - 2022

APR - SEPTAPR - SEPT APR - SEPTOCT - MAR

2022 - 2023

APR - SEPTAPR - JUN APR - SEPTJUL - SEPT APR - SEPTJAN - MARAPR - SEPTOCT - DEC

2023 - 2024

APR - SEPTAPR - JUN APR - SEPTJUL - SEPT APR - SEPTCurrent Edition

https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/Vol-1.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/Vol-2.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/Vol2-issue1.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/vol2-issue2.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/vol3issue1.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/v3i2.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/V3-I4.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/V3_I3.pdf
https://www.aicnalanda.com/Newsletter/V4-I1.pdf


3

Newsletter | Vol. 4, Issue - 3

Message from CEO 

Dear Friends & Well-Wishers,

AIC-Nalanda witnessed an exceptional quarter with series of initiatives, events and programs 
bringing the entire ecosystem together to create impact and growth multifariously. We are glad 
to share the activities of last three months that involved all stakeholders from not just Odisha 
but also the national arena who came forward to share their expertise, support the startups and 
strengthen the ecosystem.

We had one more season of Tinker Saturday concluded with inspired tinkerers of Bhubaneswar. 
The selected teams of ATL Marathon made their way to AIC-Nalanda for the Bootcamp and spent 
an amazing week for learning some basic tenets of innovation & entrepreneurship. The Sanvriddhi 
acceleration program concluded its 3rd cohort with 22 startups pitching before 10 renowned 
investors at the Demo Day. 

The long-awaited grand event and our annual extravaganza of Odisha Startup Carnival was 
inaugurated during the last December. The 15-day long sequence of events got every enabler, 
stakeholder and beneficiary of the ecosystem stand under one roof to contribute or gain the best 
of one’s capabilities. The mentoring sessions, engagements with academia, industry, international 
bodies, incubators, communities, tech enablers, investors and government agencies made the 
OSC 2023 a huge success and has set the benchmark higher than ever before.

We have forged many partnerships and onboarded exclusive mentors & investors to our resource 
pool during the said period. Our collaboration with Startup Odisha for the annual flagship events of 
Startup Yatra, Startup Xpress and Fundstack 3.0 have setup new milestones for students, startups 
and the entire ecosystem to indulge, involve and initiate their entrepreneurial journey. I am also 
overwhelmed in sharing the success of our members of Fab Lab Innovation Club on national and 
international platforms.

I am confident that the enormous effort put by our team will yield impactful results in near future 
and together we shall build a strong and robust ecosystem for startups to grow boundlessly.  
Looking forward to cooperation and collaboration from everyone in this exciting journey.
Thank You!

Mr. Durga Prasad Gouda

Chief Executive Of f icer

AIC-NITF
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ATL Engagement

DAV Public School, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar

Buxi Jagabandhu English Medium School - I, Bhubaneswar

SAI International School, Bhubaneswar

Tinker Saturday : Season - 2
The 2nd season of Tinker Saturday was a huge success, witnessing the participation of 300+ 
tinkerers from 10 schools of Bhubaneswar who pitched more than 60 innovative ideas. The 
enthusiasm sored high among the tinkerers, and we look forward to support them in their 
innovation journey ahead. 
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Atal Innovation Mission’s Student Innovation Program 2023 was organized by AIC-Nalanda, 
coordinated by Fab Lab in collaboration with Karkhana Maker Space. The teams, consisting of 
young innovators who were selected in the ATL Marathon, participated in this 5-Day Bootcamp 
which was held from 26th to 30th December 2023. The 8 participating teams went through 
numerous sessions of mentorship to develop the functional prototype and envision a market-
ready product while shaping their way towards the final demo day.

Student Innovation Program
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Acceleration Program
Workshops & Mentoring Sessions
Ms. Swati Adhikary, Managing Partner, Infuse Studio joined us at AIC-Nalanda for an 
exhilarating 2-day Idea Ignition workshop held on 13th & 14th October 2023. Startups dove deep 
into problem-solving, user empathy, persona research, ideation, and prototyping, shaping their 
visions into reality. Engaging activities sparked fresh insights, helping them see their startups in a 
whole new light.

Mr. Niteen Gadgil, from Saakav Management Consultants joined us at AIC-Nalanda for 
Sanvriddhi 3.0’s one-on-one physical mentoring session, held on 3rd & 4th November 2023. 
Total 17 startups participated where 9 startups joined in physically and 8 other startups joined 
in virtual mode. The session enabled startups to discuss their challenges and gain valuable 
business insights. These mentoring sessions consistently prove transformative, providing startups 
with completely new perspective and newfound inspiration for success. 
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Demo Day
The impactful Sanvriddhi 3.0 Acceleration Program concluded with the Demo Day, held on 22nd 
December 2023 with 22 selected startups. Mr. Pranay Mathur from Realtime Angel Fund, Mr. 
Sushanto Mitra from Lead Angels, Mr.  Manan Shah from GrowX Ventures, Ms. Harshika Paliwal 
from Faad Networks, Mr. Sanchit Soni from Chandigarh Angels Network and Mr. Aniruddha Jog 
from Arthayan Ventures were the esteemed jury members for the day. 

Graduation Day
The Graduation Day celebrated 22 successful startups spanning diverse sectors such as 
Agriculture & Allied, FinTech, Food & Nutrition, Education, Health & Lifestyle, Travel & Logistics, 
and IT & ITES. These startups, having completed the 12-week Sanvriddhi 3.0 acceleration 
program, showcased their pitches to a panel of six renowned investor firms and technocrats 
during the Demo Day. Mr. Durga Prasad, CEO of AIC-NITF, kicked off the event by sharing 
insights into the program’s successful outcomes and acknowledging the crucial support of 
Atal Innovation Mission & Startup Odisha. Mr. Aniruddha Jog, Founder of Arthayan, praised the 
inclusive participation of startups, co-organizing the program with AIC-Nalanda. Ms. Deepshikha 
Sarkar, Incubation Manager, AIC-Nalanda, provided concluding remarks at the curtains-down of 
Sanvriddhi 3.0.
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Acceleration Program
D2C Blaze
Launched on 13th October 2023, D2C Blaze was a transformative 12-week growth accelerator 
aimed at empowering early-stage, high-potential direct-to-consumer (D2C) startups. Developed 
through collaboration between the Headstart Network Foundation and Netcore Cloud, powered 
by the AIC-Nalanda Institute of Technology Foundation, this program offered a comprehensive 
approach. It included mentorship from industry experts, unparalleled networking opportunities, 
cutting-edge technological tools, and avenues for securing crucial funding.

Session Snaps
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“Odisha Startup Carnival 2023,” an initiative by AIC-Nalanda, was 
built on the success of the previous edition. Following the 1st edition’s 
triumph in 2022, the 2nd edition was specifically curated with a 
3I-Approach Model with Industry, Incubator and Investor coming 
together to bridge the need of Market and Money for any business to 
grow and scale.

Initiatives

Inauguration Ceremony

The much-awaited event, Odisha Startup Carnival 2023 inaugurated on 10th December 2023 
(Sunday) at Kala Bhoomi, Bhubaneswar. The inauguration ceremony was graced by the presence 
of Guest of Honour, Shri Brahma Mishra, President, UCCIL, Guest of Honour, Smt Jayashree 
Mohanty, District Governor (RID 3262), CA Amit Singal, Founder, Fluid Ventures and Mr. Durga 
Prasad Gouda, CEO, AIC-Nalanda. In their address, guests deliberated upon the significant role 
of startups in the rising economy of the state and how various stakeholders can contribute 
further to make Odisha one of the best ecosystems in the country. This inauguration ceremony 
witnessed unparalleled support from all sectors to contribute developing a robust ecosystem for 
startups in Odisha.

10th December 2023 | Kala Bhoomi, Bhubaneswar
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Mentor Camp – I
12th December 2023 | AIC-Nalanda

“Thinking of a BIG Idea” 
Ms. Aditi Mohile, Head - Brand Communication & 
Makreting Strategy, Microscan

“Designing your Product
Development Roadmap”
Ms. Aditi Mohile, Head - Brand Communication & 
Makreting Strategy, Microscan

“Thinking of a BIG Idea” 
Ms. Aditi Mohile, Head - Brand Communication & 
Makreting Strategy, Microscan

Ms. Aditi Mohile, Head - Brand Communication & 
Makreting Strategy, Microscan

Mentor Camp – III
20th December 2023 | AIC-Nalanda

“Due Diligence and Compliance
for Startups” 
Mr. Shubham Garg, Co-Founder 
Startup Buddy

Mentor Camp – II
13th December 2023 | AIC-Nalanda

“Understanding your Customer Needs” 
Ms. Bian Li, Founder & CEO 
The Hungry Lab

“Knowing your Market Better” 
Ms. Mili Kataria, Founder 
Pandora’s Box
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Startups for SDGs
15th December 2023 | Virtual

“Startups for SDGs” was organised in collaboration 
with UNDP, Bhubaneswar on 15th December 2023 in 
virtual mode. The discussion was convened among 
significant stakeholders and startups on the framework 
for recognising and supporting SDG focused startups 
through policy and market interventions.

Academia for Startups
14th December 2023 | Virtual

“Academia for Startups” unfolded on 14th December 
2023 in virtual mode. This event facilitated the 
panel discussion on Academia for Startups where 
the discussion was centered around the dynamic 
partnership between academia and startups, 
leveraging each other’s strengths to drive technological 
advancements and address real-world challenges. This 
event also witnessed the signing of an MoU with Mo 
College and the Launching of the Vernacular Design 
Thinking Program with the New Life Education Trust, 
with the aim to foster a culture of continuous learning 
and growth.

Innovators to Startups
14th December 2023 | Virtual

“Innovators to Startups” that unfolded on 14th 
December 2023 in virtual mode, brought Tinkerers, 
ATL in-charge and Officials from Atal Innovation 
Mission over a single platform. The session commenced 
with the discussion for strengthening the innovation 
ecosystem from grassroot level along with few 
wonderful tinkerers sharing the experience of their 
innovation journey. Also, this event witnessed the final 
wrap for the Tinker Saturday (Season – 2).
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Industry for Startups

“Industry for Startups” witnessed the presence of distinguished lineup of industry veterans and 
professionals at UCCIL, Bhubaneswar. An extensive roundtable discussion commenced with the 
aim to outline the support system for startups, creating a dynamic space for collaboration and 
growth in partnership with UCCIL and other industry bodies. 

19th December 2023 | UCCIL, Bhubaneswar

Tech for Startups

“Tech for Startups” program stood out as a distinctive initiative dedicated to fostering 
collaboration and innovation. This unique platform provided Zoho, SetMyCart, Pandoras Box, 
BigetBiz, Wowelz, Planbow and MathWorks, 9 partners with the opportunity to directly pitch 
their services and solutions, engaging with startups actively participating in the carnival. were 
partner for this event

21st December 2023 | AIC-Nalanda
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Incubators’ Meet

The event debriefed the initiatives of Startup India and Startup Odisha while facilitating an open-
house discussion on “Supporting Incubators for Growth of Startups”. Mr. Aman Mathur, Manager, 
Startup India, Ms. Tanvi M. Sangri, Manager, Startup India and Ms. Jhansi L. Gorla, Startup & 
Incubation Expert, Startup Odisha were the panelists. Mr. Durga Prasad, CEO, AIC-Nalanda 
moderated the discussion. SISFS supported incubators of the state were among the participants 
for this session.

18th December 2023 | O-Hub, Startup Odisha

E-Cell Meet

E-Cell Meetup was organised in collaboration with Startup Grind, Bhubaneswar on 11th 
December 2023 at AIC-Nalanda. This event brought together aspiring entrepreneurs from 
various colleges in Bhubaneswar under one roof for sharing knowledge and network with 
each other. An Unconference Roundtable among E-cells was held during this event which 
highlighted the current challenges and discussed the possible solutions with an aim to foster 
the entrepreneurial ecosystem in institutions.

11th December 2023 | AIC-Nalanda
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Startup Community Mixer

“Startup Community Mixer” was organised in collaboration with The Bhonsor Carnival on 16th 
December 2023 at The Press Club of Odisha. This event successfully brought together a diverse 
group of participants including startup founders, aspiring entrepreneurs, representatives from 
communities and social media influencers in the entrepreneurship and innovation domain. The 
event contributed to strengthen the startup ecosystem by providing a platform for peer-learning, 
open house sharing, networking and exploring synergies between startups and influencers. 

16th December 2023 | Press Club, Bhubaneswar
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Investment for Startups

“Investment for Startups” program facilitated the one-on-one meaningful interactions between 
startups and investors with the aim of fostering opportunities for investment, mentorship, and 
networking. 20 selected startups participated in this program and the success of the program 
was amplified by the active involvement of 14 investors, including distinguished venture 
capitalists and angel investors.

22nd December 2023 | Toshali Sands Resort, Puri

Investment Partners
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Closing Ceremony

The 14-day long extravaganza came to an end with the closing ceremony, consisting of various 
panel discussions with eminent speakers from Industry, Incubators, Investment Firms and 
Entrepreneurship domain.

23rd December 2023 | Mayfair Convention, Bhubaneswar

Investor Perspectives: Early-Stage Funding Investor Perspectives: Early-Stage Funding

Canvassing the Incubation Landscape for Startups Role of Industry in Empowering Entrepreneurs

Reimagining the Future of New-Age Entrepreneurs Building an Ecosystem for Green Innovations
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Startup Meetup
Web 3 & Blockchain Meetup
Web 3 & Blockchain Meetup was jointly organized by AIC-Nalanda, Shardeum and OG Club on 
18th November 2023. Mr. Loveneesh Dhir joined as guest, discussed the aspects of Web 3 and 
shed light on the exciting opportunities that lie ahead in this tech evolution. He also shared how 
Blockchain is bringing evolution to the current tech landscape and how it can change the future 
ahead. The meetup not only provided insights into Web 3 but also showcased the keen interest 
and curiosity of our tech community.

Odisha Startup Carnival 2023 (OSC 2023) gracefully concludes, leaving an indelible mark on 
the entrepreneurial landscape. The 14-day extravaganza was instrumental in fostering growth, 

forging connections, and strengthening the Odisha Startup Ecosystem.
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Collaborations & Partnerships

Pentathlon Ventures is an early-stage 
venture capital fund specializing in SaaS 
investments within India’s startup scene. 
It supports startups in eCommerce, Digital 
Transformation, Health Tech, Fintech, and 
Sustainable Tech.

Open Weaver expedites application 
development, aiding startups with product 
and prototype creation, skill-building, 
and innovation. It accelerates product 
development with speed and quality.

Bugasura is a user-friendly bug tracking 
software with AI integration for fast-paced 
tech teams. It simplifies issue tracking, 
reporting, and management, fostering 
collaboration for quicker bug resolution.

Auxano Capital manages SEBI registered 
investment funds focused on early-stage 
tech and innovation-driven companies. 
Collaborating with passionate entrepreneurs 
driving impactful change.

Agility Ventures simplifies early-
stage startup investing in India. Led 
by experienced angel investors and 
financial professionals, it identifies high-
potential startups and facilitates seamless 
investments for a robust ecosystem.

Roots Ventures is a sector-agnostic 
investment firm supporting entrepreneurs 
at various growth stages. Founded by 
experienced professionals, it provides 
foundational support for stable and 
sustainable businesses.

Wowelz specializes in intellectual property advisory, business consulting, and communication 
for startups. It prioritizes efficiency and client satisfaction, offering valuable support to emerging 

ventures.

Planbow utilizes AI to aid startups in 
strategic planning, offering a user-friendly 
SaaS tool. It facilitates objective-setting, 
market analysis, and data-driven decision-
making, promoting collaboration and 
innovation for a successful startup journey.

iHub Anubhuti is an advanced Tech 
Innovation Hub focused on transforming 
Cognitive Computing and Social Sensing for 
interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical Systems. It 
supports students, startups, and researchers 
with funding, guidance, and workshops.
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Collaborative Programs
Startup Xpress 2023
“Startup Xpress”, an initiative of Startup Odisha, aimed to nurture and promote innovation-
led entrepreneurship in Schools of Odisha. With the success of 1st edition back in 2022, the 
2nd edition was initiated in 2023 with partner incubators. Being one among the partners, AIC-
Nalanda hosted 16 innovation bootcamps across 9 districts of Odisha. With this initiative, we 
are stepping towards scouting and supporting tinkerers to turn into successful innovators of 
tomorrow.

Startup Yatra 2023
“Startup Yatra”, an initiative by Startup Odisha, builds on the success of previous edition. The 3rd 
edition commenced in 2023 with collaborative efforts from partner incubators. AIC-Nalanda 
proudly served as one of the partners, hosting 18 innovation bootcamps across 11 districts 
in Odisha. This initiative marked a significant stride in educating students, identifying and 
collecting ideas from aspiring innovators also nurturing them into successful entrepreneurs of 
tomorrow.
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FundStack 3.0
FundStack 3.0, beyond being a startup investment congregation, served as a hub for capacity 
building and investment readiness, guiding startups toward fund acquisition from private 
investors. The 3rd edition curated startups through a rigorous evaluation process, offering a 
unique chance to pitch before prominent investors. AIC-Nalanda, the implementation partner, 
orchestrated the event at O-Hub, Startup Odisha and Mayfair Convention Hall on November 21st 
and 22nd. The 2-day event hosted 22 investors, including notable VCs, Angels, and fund houses. 
From 127 applications, 66 startups underwent screening, with the top 50, known as Super 50 
startups, emerging after a mock pitching round. The main tracks for investment pitching 
included the Startup Stack Round for Super 50 startups, featuring 5 panels and 16 investors, 
resulting in the selection of 20 Premium startups. The second track, Speed Dating Round, 
tailored for the Premium 20 startups, involved 10 tables and 14 investors in two phases, fostering 
meaningful interactions. These curated rounds aim to provide startups with insights, feedback, 
and networking opportunities to enhance their fundraising potential.
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Durgapreneur 
DurgaPreneur, an empowering initiative celebrating women as entrepreneurs, change-makers, 
and young innovators, was held from October 21st to 23rd, 2023, at City Square, New Town, 
Kolkata. This unique startup fundraising event, presented by New Town Sarbojonin Committee 
in partnership with FreeFlow Ventures, was created for women, by women. AIC-Nalanda, 
as an ecosystem partner, nominated startups, with Typof securing the third position on day 
2, highlighting the remarkable impact innovators are making with their brilliant ideas and 
determination. DurgaPreneur continues to support and spotlight these future leaders.

Training and Workshop
5-Day workshop on Drone Technology
AIC-Nalanda in collaboration with National Institute of Electronics & Information Technology 
(NIELIT), Bhubaneswar organised a 5-Day Bootcamp on Drone Technology. This workshop 
commenced from 13th to 18th October 2023 for students who are enthusiasts in this domain 
with the aim of delivering the knowledge alongside hands-on experience. This Bootcamp 
delivered 40 hours of knowledge session which encompassed various technical aspects, hands-
on experiential learning, and rules and guidelines for flying a Drone. The sessions were quite 
interactive and witnessed a great enthusiasm among the participants. 36 Students joined in for 
this Bootcamp where Karkhana Makerspace & IG Drones were the knowledge partners.
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Fab Lab Activity
Design Thinking & Product Design Workshop
The “Design Thinking & Product Design Workshop” aimed to empower participants with the 
fundamentals of design thinking and foster a creative and innovative mindset over a span of 
2 days. The workshop covered essential aspects of design thinking, including introduction to 
startups, empathy, user-centric design, problem identification, ideation and prototyping. The 
workshop successfully equipped participants with the essential skills and mindset required for 
design thinking. The combination of theoretical sessions and practical tasks ensured a holistic 
learning experience. 

Fab Lab Orientation Program
The Fab Lab Orientation Program commenced on 9th December 2023 to introduce the new 
aspiring participants to the fundamental concepts and tools available in the Fab Lab and 
the services offered to the students. During this program, a glimpse into the Fab Lab and the 
Journey Video of Cohort 2 of the Innovation Club was showcased. The Fab Lab leadership team 
was announced for the next batch. The registration for Cohort 3 was announced and the future 
road map was discussed.
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Fab Lab Highlights

Showcase at Gitex Global 
Jaywing Technologies, the 5G-Enabled Drone 
Tech Startup which has been shaped at AIC-
NITF’s Fab Lab, made its way to the GITEX Global 
– Expand North Star 2023 for the exhibition, held 
from 15th to 18th October 2023 in Dubai.

Achievement at
IIT Kharagpur Tech Fest 2023
Fab Lab’s Innovation Club Members bagged 
several winning awards in OPTIMA 2023 
competitions at IIT Kharagpur Tech Fest, held 
from 7th to 9th October 2023.

Showcase at Utkal Fab Fest 
Fab Lab’s Innovation Club Members showcased 
their innovative Prototypes and POCs at Utkal 
Fab Fest, held at O-HUB, Startup Odisha, 

Bhubaneswar on 29th November 2023.

Achievements at 
BPUT Tech Carnival 2023

Fab Lab’s Innovation Club Members bagged 
winning award in many competitions at BPUT 
Tech Carnival, held at BPUT, Rourkela from 2nd – 

14th November 2023.
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AIC-NITF at ISBACON 2023
The 15th annual conference, ISBACON 2023, was held between 26th to 28th of October 2023. 
It brought together over 200+ delegates in 3 action-packed days of knowledge exchange 
and networking opportunities. Mr. Durga Prasad Gouda, CEO, AIC-NITF and Mr. Adarsh Das, 
Investment Manager, AIC-NITF attended the summit, held on 27th-28th October in Mumbai. A 
diverse range of participants, including senior government officials from both central and state 
governments and officials from state skill development and innovation ministries were part of 
this event. 

Recognition
Nalanda Institute of Technology, AIC-
Nalanda’s host institution got recognized 
under the SIRO scheme of DSIR - 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, Ministry of Science & Technology, 
Govt. of India.
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Team Update

Mr. Nigam Sahu

Program Assistant

Ms. Avipsa Routray

New Joinee New Intern

Celebration
at

2nd Home

Birthday

Mr. Roshan Panigrahi
2nd November 2023

Diwali Celebration
11th November 2023
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Media Mentions
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Fab City Foundation Team

visited AIC-Nalanda on 30th November 2023

Ms. Kuppulakshmi Krishnamoorthy, Global Head of ZOHO

visited AIC-Nalanda on 21st December 2023
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AIC-NALANDA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION

Buddhist Villa, Chandaka, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-754005

Phone: +91-99378 25330, email: ceo@aicnalanda.com

www.aicnalanda.com


